
CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 101
GENERAL

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the North
Carolina Mechanical Code as approved by the North Carolina
Building Code Council on September 13, 2005, to be effective
July 1, 2006. References to the International Codes shall mean
the North Carolina Codes. The North Carolina amendments to
the International Codes are underlined.

101.2 Scope. This code shall regulate the design, installation,
maintenance, alteration and inspection of mechanical systems
that are permanently installed and utilized to provide control of
environmental conditions and related processes within build-
ings. This code shall also regulate those mechanical systems,
system components, equipment and appliances specifically ad-
dressed herein. The installation of fuel gas distribution piping
and equipment, fuel gas-fired appliances and fuel gas-fired ap-
pliance venting systems shall be regulated by the International
Fuel Gas Code.

Exceptions:

1. Deleted.

2. Mechanical systems in existing buildings undergoing
repair, alterations, or additions, and change of occu-
pancy shall be permitted to comply with the Interna-
tional Existing Building Code.

101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not
apply unless specifically adopted or referenced in this code.

101.3 Intent. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum
standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and public
welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction,
installation, quality of materials, location, operation and main-
tenance or use of mechanical systems.

101.4 Severability. If a section, subsection, sentence, clause or
phrase of this code is, for any reason, held to be unconstitu-
tional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remain-
ing portions of this code.

101.5 Requirements of other state agencies, occupational li-
censing boards or commissions. The North Carolina State
Building Codes do not include all additional requirements for
buildings and structures that may be imposed by other state
agencies, occupational licensing boards and commissions. It
shall be the responsibility of a permit holder, design profes-
sional, contractor or occupational license holder to determine
whether any additional requirements exist.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 General. The provisions of this code shall apply to all
matters affecting or relating to structures and premises, as set
forth in Section 101. Where, in a specific case, different sec-
tions of this code specify different materials, methods of con-

struction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall gov-
ern.

102.2 Existing installations. Except as otherwise provided for
in this chapter, a provision in this code shall not require the re-
moval, alteration or abandonment of, nor prevent the continued
utilization and maintenance of, a mechanical system lawfully
in existence at the time of the adoption of this code.

102.3 Maintenance. Mechanical systems, both existing and
new, and parts thereof shall be maintained in proper operating
condition in accordance with the original design and in a safe
and sanitary condition. Devices or safeguards which are re-
quired by this code shall be maintained in compliance with the
code edition under which they were installed. The owner or the
owner’s designated agent shall be responsible for maintenance
of mechanical systems. To determine compliance with this pro-
vision, the code official shall have the authority to require a me-
chanical system to be reinspected.

[EB] 102.4 Additions, alterations or repairs. Additions, al-
terations, renovations or repairs to a mechanical system shall
conform to that required for a new mechanical system without
requiring the existing mechanical system to comply with all of
the requirements of this code. Additions, alterations or repairs
shall not cause an existing mechanical system to become un-
safe, hazardous or overloaded.

Minor additions, alterations, renovations and repairs to ex-
isting mechanical systems shall meet the provisions for new
construction, unless such work is done in the same manner and
arrangement as was in the existing system, is not hazardous and
is approved.

[EB] 102.5 Change in occupancy. It shall be unlawful to make
a change in the occupancy of any structure which will subject
the structure to any special provision of this code applicable to
the new occupancy without approval. The code official shall
certify that such structure meets the intent of the provisions of
law governing building construction for the proposed new oc-
cupancy and that such change of occupancy does not result in
any hazard to the public health, safety or welfare.

[EB] 102.6 Historic buildings. The provisions of this code re-
lating to the construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, resto-
ration, relocation or moving of buildings or structures shall not
be mandatory for existing buildings or structures identified and
classified by the state or local jurisdiction as historic buildings
when such buildings or structures are judged by the code offi-
cial to be safe and in the public interest of health, safety and
welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, re-
pair, enlargement, restoration, relocation or moving of build-
ings.

102.7 Moved buildings. Except as determined by Section
102.2, mechanical systems that are a part of buildings or struc-
tures moved into or within the jurisdiction shall comply with
the provisions of this code for new installations.
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102.8 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and stan-
dards referenced herein shall be those that are listed in Chapter
15 and such codes and standards shall be considered as part of
the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each
such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of
this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this
code shall apply.

102.9 Requirements not covered by this code. Requirements
necessary for the strength, stability or proper operation of an
existing or proposed mechanical system, or for the public
safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by
this code, shall be determined by the code official.

SECTION 103
DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL INSPECTION

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.

SECTION 104
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.

SECTION 105
APPROVAL

105.1 Modifications. Whenever there are practical difficulties
involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the code of-
ficial shall have the authority to grant modifications for indi-
vidual cases, provided the code official shall first find that
special individual reason makes the strict letter of this code im-
practical and the modification is in compliance with the intent
and purpose of this code and does not lessen health, life and fire
safety requirements. The details of action granting modifica-
tions shall be recorded and entered in the files of the mechani-
cal inspection department.

105.2 Alternative materials, methods, equipment and ap-
pliances. The provisions of this code are not intended to pre-
vent the installation of any material or to prohibit any method
of construction not specifically prescribed by this code, pro-
vided that any such alternative has been approved. An alterna-
tive material or method of construction shall be approved
where the code official finds that the proposed design is satis-
factory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this
code, and that the material, method or work offered is, for the
purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in
this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, du-
rability and safety.

105.3 Required testing. Whenever there is insufficient evi-
dence of compliance with the provisions of this code, or evi-
dence that a material or method does not conform to the
requirements of this code, or in order to substantiate claims for
alternative materials or methods, the code official shall have
the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be
made at no expense to the jurisdiction.

105.3.1 Test methods. Test methods shall be as specified in
this code or by other recognized test standards. In the ab-
sence of recognized and accepted test methods, the code of-
ficial shall approve the testing procedures.

105.3.2 Testing agency. All tests shall be performed by an
approved agency.

105.3.3 Test reports. Reports of tests shall be retained by
the code official for the period required for retention of pub-
lic records.

105.4 Material, equipment and appliance reuse. Materials,
equipment, appliances and devices shall not be reused unless
such elements have been reconditioned, tested and placed in
good and proper working condition and approved.

SECTION 106
PERMITS

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.

SECTION 107
INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.

SECTION 108
VIOLATIONS

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.

SECTION 109
MEANS OF APPEAL

Deleted. See the North Carolina Administrative Code and Pol-
icies.
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